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Young turtles are “carnivores” Web Feet
which means they eat meat Females are
and some leafy plants. The meat vulnerable to
provides protein to help FUN FACT! People used to eat terrapins, but usually not now. predators when
them grow. nesting and eggs are

Mature turtles are “omnivores” raccoons, muskrats,

DESCRIPTION preyed upon by

which means they eat mostly Terrapins have diamond-shaped scutes on their 2 foxes, skunks and
leafy plants and some meat. carapaces. The underside of their shells even stray dogs and
(plastron) can range from yellowish to greenish cats.
Meat consists of small insects, gray with or without dark markings and they
snails, worms and dead marine have whitish skin covered with black spots or Gulls, harons; crabs
animals and fish. streaks. Their feet are strongly webbed. and crows prey on Sadly, some
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® Terrapins have powerful jaws for crushing crabs and snails and make them sick.
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® The terrapins are attached to their shells and cannot slip them Sea t become entangled
off. Their shells are attached to their backbones and ribs. ol BahinE e

® Male terrapins are smaller than females, weighing an average of NJ Sea Grant Consortium fishing fira :fn d ’
0.5 pounds and measuring 4-4.5 inches in length. Gt cgrab traps
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